
Notes
Journey is a collection of eleven advanced snare drum compositions that offer a series of 
challenging “trips” for the performer. Each, around three minutes in length, contain 
unique musical experiences for the performer, educator, and audience. The collection 
includes both modern rhythms and traditional musical expression to stretch the musical 
expertise and technical abilities of the performer.  They can be performed individually or 
as a “Suite” since each has an exceptionally wide range of timbres and effects. The 
educator will notice many traditional and modern musical terms and percussive effects to 
discuss with the student. Notation and terminology are varied on purpose to expose the 
performer to the widest range of contemporary and conventional styles.  
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Journey | Michael Varner

Ile-Ife
(Nigeria)

Notation Key + Instructions

 1. Latin-style cross-stick (butt of stick strikes rim)

 2. Normal strokes on head

 3. Right stick strikes shoulder of left stick

 4. Press tip of left stick into head and strike with right stick

 5. Traditional rim shot, striking head and rim simultaneously

 6. Drop or “drag” the roll

 7. Press both sticks into head

 8. With left stick pressed to head, strike with right, followed by normal right and
   left strokes

 9. Normal strokes on rim
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41

Journey | Michael Varner

Arlington
(Texas, U.S.A.)

Notation Key + Instructions

 1. Normal strokes at edge of head

 2. Play with timpani mallets between edge and center of head

 3. Normal strokes at center of head

 4. Buzz rolls

 5. Right stick strikes shoulder of left stick

 6. Play with brushes

 7. Swirl brush around head

 8. Mute head with left hand

 9. Normal strokes on rim

 • Marked “Andante,” the piece should never feel rushed or forced. Try to attain a
  general open spacing, almost “without meter.”

 • For swift implement change, position a stick tray to the left of the performer
  holding the brush and timpani mallet.

 • While the sticking is left to the performer throughout most of the piece, it should
  follow normal logical patterns.

 • At “Distantly,” the sticking should refer to traditional famous Snare Drum Soli.

 • For the final marching drum, obtain a skin-headed, deep drum to achieve a very
  low, full, rich tone.
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